
Multiplication is the combining of equal groups . 

 

Examples of Equal Groups  Equal Groups in a Number Story:  How I Can Show My Thinking: 
Choose one way! 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
In the classroom there are 5 
table groups. Each table has 
four chairs. How many chairs 
are in the classroom? 

5 tables of 4 chairs each. 
5 groups of 4 

5 x 4 

 

 

 

 



 

When 3rd graders read nonfiction  text  they look for the main idea . 
 

In second grade, students learn to find facts and details about a topic that they are reading about. In third grade, 

students think about what the facts and details teach them about the topic. When they do this, students must think 

what big ideas the author of the text is teaching them about the topic.  

 

For Example: 

 
This book is about gorillas.  
Gorillas is the topic of the book. 
 
 

 
One chapter in this book is titled: “What Adaptations Help 
Gorillas Survive?” 
 
The topic of this chapter is gorilla’s adaptations. 

 
 
To find the main idea I must read the text and think 
“what is the author teaching me about gorilla’s 
adaptations?” 
 
The main idea of this chapter is that gorillas’ body 
parts have adapted in order to help them survive in 
their environments.  

 




